Private detectives have been providing their services in Lithuania for about a decade; however, only now has the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania started to discuss whether it is expedient and necessary to regulate the activities of private detectives by means of a separate law. One of the goals of a separate legal regulation of private detective activities is the protection of human rights, particularly the right to privacy. This article examines the provisions of national and international legislative acts related to the private life of a person, and assesses the opportunities of a private detective to provide private detective services without prejudice to the provisions of applicable legislative acts. The article concludes that a private detective is not an authorized (public) authority and there is no possibility to assess in each case whether the interests of a person using the services of private detectives are more important than those of other persons, which would allow for violating their rights to private life. The limits of an individual's right to privacy can only be narrowed by a particular person, giving consent to making public the details of his/her private life. It is the only opportunity for a private detective to gather information related to the private life of a citizen. Currently applicable legislative acts in Lithuania do not provide for opportunities for
INTRODUCTION
Usually when we hear the words "private detective", we immediately think of film or literary characters, rather than persons actually practicing the profession. In some countries the profession of private detective has a long tradition; however, in other cultures this profession is entirely absent, or private detectives have only just recently begun offering their services. Lithuania belongs to the latter category.
The emergence of private detectives has occurred for a variety of reasons.
The inability of state government to meet all the public safety needs may have created an environment in which private entities seek to fill the resulting niche.
Variety and expansion of threats to the public or its assets results in a situation where public authorities are unable to respond to the changes, because their capacities are not sufficient; therefore, persons are forced to go to private actors, whose professional activities are related to meeting the safety needs of the public.
One of the types of commercial services provided by these private entities, related to meeting the safety needs of the public, is private detective activities.
The activities related to meeting the safety needs of a person should not be treated narrowly. Security services are not limited to protection from crimes. With this in mind, the purpose of this article is to analyse the concept of private life and to evaluate the possible authorization(s) and ability(s) of a private detective to collect information related to the private life of a person.
The situation in various European Union countries differs radically in terms of the regulation of private detective activities: in some countries, legislative acts set violations occurring in the sector, when private detective services are provided by a relatively large number of persons, 4 has led to the increase of number of organizations uniting private detectives. 5 While most of these organizations claim to be acting on the international level, the competition among them leads to the fact that, in the author's opinion, each of these organizations undertakes individual lobbying. Accordingly, some of the organizations uniting private detectives direct their activities towards making contacts and strengthening professional connections, 6 while others focus more on the raising of qualifications of private detectives and issues of legal regulation. 7 In the absence of a unified regulatory policy in the area of private detective activities at both national and public levels, each country has to make an individual decision whether there should be a 2 For example, in Spain. 3 For example, in Germany. 4 According to the data of the World Association of Professional Investigators, in the United Kingdom alone there are about 10,000 persons providing services of private detectives. This Association was founded in 2000, when the Government of the United Kingdom announced its intention to regulate the sector of private detective activities (see http://www.wapi.com/ (accessed March 7, 2012)). 5 
THE CONCEPT OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ACTS
Over the past few decades, with the development of a modern information society, people have increasingly felt the need for security. However, meeting the security needs includes not only the desire to obtain the necessary information that could help protect one's assets (e.g. find out the location of a debtor and possibilities to recover debts), but also the need to limit the access of others to one's personal information. Convenience of obtaining information in modern society has a negative side -it is just as easy for other persons to find information about one another and use it at their discretion. In private detective activities, the collection of information is one of the key aspects. 13 The private life of a human being shall be inviolable. Personal correspondence, telephone conversations, telegraph messages, and other communications shall be inviolable. Information concerning the private life of a person may be collected only upon a justified court decision and only according to the law. The law and the court shall protect everyone from arbitrary or unlawful interference in his private and family life, from encroachment upon his honour and dignity (The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, supra note 8, Article 22). 14 In its rulings, the Constitutional Court has more than once held that freedom of information is not absolute, and that the Constitution does not allow for legal regulation, which, by "establishing guarantees for the implementation of freedom of information, would create preconditions for violations of other constitutional values and their balance". 19 The Constitutional Court has moreover held that "the content saying that recording will not be deemed illegal, if the parties are aware of it.
In each case, when determining whether the boundaries of private life have been overstepped, and whether the inviolability of a person has been infringed, it is important to determine all the circumstances, the situation at hand, importance and relevance of disseminated information, and the limit of the person's individuality. The law needs to be clear and unambiguous with regard to: 1) the objectives to be achieved by limiting the right; 2) the circumstances under which this right is to be limited; 3) persons in respect of whom these measures can be applied; 4) the rules and procedures that are necessary to limit the right to privacy; 5)
protective measures against unauthorized limitation of the right; 6) liability in the event of violations of rules and procedures for the limitation of the right to privacy.
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Agreeably to the ruling of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania and in terms of the assessment of whether the principle of proportionality has been violated, the limitation of the rights of an individual should take into account whether the measures provided for in the law meet legitimate objectives that are of importance to the society, whether the measures are necessary to achieve the objectives, as well as whether these measures restrict the rights and freedoms of 31 , any form, measures of employee surveillance must be necessary to achieve a specific, pre-planned objective (the principle of necessity), the data collected can be used only for a specific, pre-planned objective (the principle of expediency), and the employer must notify the employees of certain 55 Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Equal Opportunities, Official Gazette (1998, no. 112-3100). 56 Ruling of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania (June 9, 2011), supra note 22. 57 Ibid. State intervention aimed at regulating private detective activities by means of separate legislative act is necessary for several reasons. First, private detectives working in Lithuania today offer services, the provision of which is impossible 68 General provisions of legislative acts regulate the liability for violations of civil, administrative or criminal law; however, the author believes that these general provisions are not sufficient to argue that human rights are protected merely because liability is provided for in the legislation. 
